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To Mr. Philip Henry. | 
Am well aſſured, Dear Sir, that in addreſſing my ſelf 
I to you after this Manner, I ſhall not diſpleaſe your Fo- 
ured Mother, tho" (he may juſtly challenge a ſuperior and 
more immedigte Right to whatever is preached and printed 
on this very ſorrowful Occaſion. JS | 
Tou are ſo near to her, ſo much hey felf, the Son of her 
moſt tender Afﬀettions and ſolemn Vows, that if I can ſay 
any Thing to you that may help you to improve the awful 
Providence that has made her a Widow, and you and your 
Siſters fatherleſs, I know it will be well accepted by her. 
Believe me, Sir, ſor I ſpeak it with great Sincerity, I am 
a Sharer with you in your Loſs and Grief ; and yet when I 
find my ſelf moſt deeply wounded with the Death of your ex- 
cellent Father, it is no ſmall Comfort to me, That he has 
t behind him not only a precious Name, and many valuable 
Works, The genuine Iſſue of his noble Mind, but a Son of 
many Prayers, and of ſuch promiſing and pleaſing Expectat ions. 
And jou will permit me to put you in Mind, that great 
Things are expetted from you ; from the Son of Mr. Matthew 
Henry, the Grana/on of the ever memorable Mr. Phili 
Henry oz the one Side, and that Religious Gentleman Mr. 
Warburton 9 the other; from one ſo well deſcended, ſo 
wel! inſtruct d, to whom the holy Scriptures have been made 
familiar by nail) Expoſitions, and Religion rendered ſo amia- 
ble by livel; Examples, all your Friends will expett Improve. 
ments in Wiſdom and Goodneſs above the Meaſure of other Men, 
T hope we (hall not be found to have flatter'd either our 
ſelves or you, when we daily bleſs God for you, and for what 
we arfcern in ou; for the good Capacity he has given you, 
o your commendable Thirſt after all uſeful Rnomledge, and 
Jour diligent Purſuit of it ; for your modeſt and obliging 
Temper, ſo much reſembling your dear Father ; and above 
all, for the Flope we have that the Deſire of” your Soul is to- 


ward the God of your Fathers, that you have been early ſeek- 
2 ing 


ing his Favour in Chriſt, and in his Fear have been kept fra = 
the common V anities and Follies of Childhood and Youth, |} 
But, Sir, you are only putting on your Armour, you are in| — 
an evil World, and you enter upon it in an evil Day; you are 
nom advancing to that Part of Life which is moſt ſlippery and 
dangerous: Tour Fathers Eyes are cloſed, who uſed to look 
upon you both with Pleaſure and Care; you cannot long con- 
tinue under the Eye of your tender Mother; but I hope you 7 
will never forget that the He of God is upon you, ana that the 
Eyes of your Father”s Friends are fixed upon you, and will great- 
ly rejoice to ſee you walking ia the ſame Spirit, in the ſame Steps, 
Tou will henceforth conſider jour ſelf not only as one that is 
to bear up the Name of your worthy Family, or maintain the 
Repatation or inherit the Eſtate of it; but as one that is indiſ- 
penſibly oblig*d to keep vp the Life and Power of Religion in the 
Family, as thoſe have done that are gone before jou; for this 
will be your greateſt Flonour (as it was theirs) in the Eyes | 
of all that kxow jou. | | v 
Ton are not ignorant how much the C omfort of your Mo- III 
ther's Life is bound up in ho; her Afflictton is very great, II 
c 


* . . 2 
a head Load of many Sorts of Cares is nom fallen upon her: 


The Continuance of your dutiful Affection to her, your tender | 
Regard and Love to your dear Sifters, and your prudent and || 
conſcientions Governmeit of your ſeif in Dependance upon 
the Grace of God, will render you a great Bliſſiag to gour 
Relations, and will be a 7004 Preparation for that more pub- 
lick Serwice which the Churches of Chriſt promiſe theimſelx es 
from you in due Time. 

For all theſe Things many Praycirs are put up for you, and 
many more have been filed up in Heaven, winch I hope your 
God will graciouſly look over, and me large Returns of all 
needful Grace and Mercy o jo; thereby repairing in you 
the great Loſs we have ſu/tained by your Father's Death; 
if I ſhould live to ſee this, nothing 14 the World could yield 
greater Joy to | 


Your Affectionate Friend and Servant, 
W. I o NG. 
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% hither I go thou canſt nut follow me 
wel now, but thou ſhalt follow me after- 
7. || wards. 


HESE Words are the Anſwer our Lord 
] and Saviour gave to a haſty Queſtion pro- 


the \ 


poſed by the Apoſtle Peter, Lord, whither 
goeſt thou? The Occaſion of that Queſtion 
| was a dark Saying that our Saviour dropt in ver. 33. 
Little Children, yet a little while and I am with you; ye 
ſhall ſeek me, and as I ſaid to the Jews, whither I go ye 

: BY cannot come, ſo now I ſay to you. 

This affectionate Diſciple was ſo ſtruck with that 
Expreſſion, that he ſeems not ſo much to mind what 
our Saviour added, that they ſhould love one another as he 
BY bad loved them all, &c. but as one whole Heart was full, 
ard could hold no longer, he breaks in abruptly upon 

es his Maſter with this Enquiry, Lord, whither goeſt thou? 
Our Saviour thought fit to give a gentle Check to 
the forward Temper of his Diſciple, by anſwering as 
ar in the Text, Whither I go thou canſt not follow me nom, 
% but thou ſhalt follow me afterwards : And yet this did but 
4 FI raiſe his Zeal the higher, and produced that warm Ex- 
„I poſtulation, Lord, why can#ot 1 follow thee ? I will lay 
ia | | 4own my Life for thy Sake, Our bleſted Lord, who knew 
Peter better than he knew himſelf, ſaw ſo much ſpiri- 
ual Pride and Self. ſufficiency in that Reſolution, that 
he thought fit to take him down, and tell him of his 
. approaching ſcandalous Pall, ver. 32. a 
| | | D- n 
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In the Temper and Language of this Diſciple there 0 
was a remarkable Mixture of Good and Evil, Grace and 
Corruption, much Love to Chriſt and too much Confi. 
dence in himſelf; and in the Reply that Chriſt makes 
to him in the Words of the Text, there is a wife Mix. 
ture of Reproof and Encouragement ſuited to Peter's 
Caſe. 

1. Our Saviour checks the Apoſtle's Curioſity and 
Self: Ccnfidence, Whither Igo thou canſt not follow me now 
J am going to the Croſs, and from thence to the Crown 
and Kingdom. But.tho' thou haſt been ſo long in my 
Family, heard my Doctrine, ſeen my Miracles, and 
converied ſo freely with me, thou canſt not yet follow 
me; thy Work is not yet done, thy Soul is not yet 
ready, thou art not fully prepared ſor Death and Heaven. 

2, He encourages the Hope of his Diſciple and his 
honeſt Zeal ; But thou ſhalt follow me afterwards. Thou 
canſt not follow me now, and therefore thou muſt be 
content to be left behind in this evil World; but my 
Grace ſhall be working in thee and by thee, and thou 
{halt in due time be made ready to follow me both to 
the Croſs and to the Kingdom: Thou ſhalt not be loſt, 
tao? thou be left behind; Thou ſhalt follow me afterwards, 

I cannot but obſerve ſomething in the Countenance 
of this great Aſſembly, that tells me it is expected I 
ſhould take ſome particular Notice, as others of my Ne 
Brethren have done before me, of the ſurprizing, la-Mr 
mented, Jong to be lamented Death of the late Excel- Wp 

J 
d 


lent Paſtor of this Church. 
And indeed it is on that Account that I have fixed 
my Thoughts upon this Text, theſe Words of Chriſt It: 


to Peter, Vihirher 1 29 thou cauſt not follow me non, but 


only Perſon here that ſcels in himſelf a ſecret Regret, 
that ſo dcar, fo faithful, ſo every way deſirabic a Friend 


thou ſhalt follow me afterwards. I believe I am not the 
| 
1 
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her $25 got the Start of me, is gone to Heaven before me? 
elend left me behind him in this Valley of Sin and 
70 rears ; but when my Heart is muſing upon this un- 
2 Auxpected Parting, and wiſhing I had been ſo happy as 
Mrs o have gone to Heaven with him, he ſeems to me to 
"*FYook back upon me, and bid me for awhile farewel in 
* Mheſe Words of the Text, Whither I go thou canſt not 
lor me nom, but thou ſhalt follow me afterwards. ; 

aud I hope I ſhall not be thought to preſume too far, in 


ben ccommodating theſe Words of our bleſſed Lord to any _ 
Seer Man how holy ſoever. I intend not hereby to 
ang ompare the Servant to his Lord, fo as to ſet him upon 


ow Level with him, either in the Excellency of his Perſon 
Or the Nature of his Death; in both theſe Reſpects I 
VUE:now and believe our Saviour was alone, and of the Peo- 
110 ple there was none with him. Nor dol intend to compare 
| Sny ſelf to this bleſſed Diſciple, unleſs it be in thoſe 
18 hings in which he was leaſt like himfelf. But certain- 

"By Conformity to Chriſt is every Chriſtian's Duty and 
m Honour ; and where we ſec this Conformity wrought 
Gu up to a very eminent Degree, our Love to Chriſt will 
oblige us to eſteem ſuch Perſons the excellent of the 
Earth, precious both in Life and Death; and we hope 
e may without offending God wiſh that we might 
have our Lot with them living and dying. 

That Man muſt be worſe than Balaam, that does not 
delire 20 die the Death of the Righteous, and that his latter 
End may be like his, Numb. xxiii. 10, Good Men will 
be ready to carry their Deſires further, nor only to die 
like the Righteous, but if it were the Will of God. to 
die with them, eſpecially with thoſe of them to whom 
their Souls have been long united by the ſweet and ſa- 
cred Bonds of an intimate and religious Friendſhip ; 
having been lovely and pleaſant in their Lives, they would 


| tO 


5 have thought it a favourable Providence if i Death they 
5 had not been divided, 2 Sam. i. 23. B 2 When 
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What I ſhall offer to your Thoughts upon this affect. 
ing and important Subject, will be under theſe Two 
general Heads. | 


I. To conſider, What it is that makes it ſo deſirable to go 
along with our godly Friends into the other World. And 
II. What Reaſon we have to be quiet and patient i 
continuing here a while longer, even when our belt 
Friends are gone before us. 


I. What is it that makes it ſo deſirable to go along 
with our faithful godly Frien's into another World ? | 
If a Man would give his affectionate Thoughts thei 
full Scope, many Things might be mentioned to this 
Purpoſe ; but I ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe Three. 
1. Had we gone along with ſuch deceaſed Friends 
we ſhould now have been delivered with them from 
the Evils of this World which they have left. 
2. We ſhould have been now put into poſſeſſion with 
them of the Bleſſedneſs of that World to which they ard 
one. 
n 3. The Sorrow of parting by this Means would have 
been prevented. 

1. Could we have gone along with our godly decea 
ſed Friends, we ſhould now have been delivered, as they 
are, from the many Evils of this World which they" 
have left. 

The preſent World is an evil World, God frequentY} 
ly tells us ſo in his Word, the faithful Servants of Go? 

nd it ſo, and even the Men of this World themſelves” 
when they come to leave it, confeſs it is ſo, tho? they ! 
a 


would not believe it before. | 
It is fo evila World, that our bleſſed Lord was reſol 
ved he would deliver his People out of it at any Rate 
and rather than fail, he would give his Life, he would 
give himſelf to accompliſh the great Deſign ; and oy | 
. | the 
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When Chriſt told his Diſciples that his beloved Friend 

1zarus was dead, Thomas was ſo affected with it, that 
he made a ſudden Motion to the reſt of the Diſciples, 
et us alſo go, that we may die with him, John xi. 16. 
ou will find that affectionate Propoſal ſo excellently 
opened and applied by the late Reverend Mr. How, in 
his Funeral-Sermon for Dr, Bates, that I cannot but re- 
ommend it earneſtly to your Review on this Occa- 
ſion. I have not the leaſt Noubt but that extraordinary 


re. 
I wo 


080 
And 
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longMPerſon was able to ſpeak the Words of Thomas from his 
| ? very Heart at that Time, tho' with a due Subjection 
-heifflto the Father of Spirits. I am confirmed in this Per- 
thifſwaſion by what I my ſelf had the Opportunity to ob- 


ſerve for ſome Years together of thoſe ſtedfaſt Hopes and 
holy Deſires with which he waited for his great Change. 

And I very well remember what I have heard from 
an eminent, wealthy and religious Citizen *, in whoſe 
with Houſe that venerable Perſon Mr. Richard Fairclough 
are died, that when Mr. How viſited him on his Death bed, 
Wand they diſcours'd together in a very affectionate Man- 
ner upon the Glory of Heaven, Mr. Hom familiarly ſaid 
to him, To this Glory you are haſting, but why will you not 
take me along with you ? And then anſwer d himſelf, Bat 
ve muſt with good old Simeon have leave to die from him 
who is the Lord of Life. 

could mention ſome other ſuch Inſtances, which, 
how much ſoever they may be derided by Men of de- 
© fled Conſciences and earthly Minds, yet plainly ſhew, 
rhere 1s ſomething in the Temper of a ſerious godly Per- 
fon that ſuggeſts ſuch Deſires and Wiſhes as - theſe, 
when he fees his dear Companions in the Kingdom 
and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt going to Heaven before 
hiv, What do I do loitering and lingering here, 
why could I not have gone along with them ? 


—— 
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— a 


the * Alderman Rodbert. What 
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the Father approved of the Reſolution, as worthy of 
the Wiſdom and Grace of Chriſt, and exactly correſpon- h 
dent to his own Mind and Will; Who gave himſelf 
| fer us, that he might deli f h ] 4 
þ R 'g ver us from the preſent evil W, orld, 
| (or out of this preſent evil World) according tothe Mill 
| 


1 n n 
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of God and our Father, Gal. i. 4. 

The Evils of this preſent World are innumerable, 
but the chief of them may be reduced to theſe Three 
Heads; Sin, Affliction, and the Danger we are in of 


| miſcarrying forever. 
| | 1. Sin; this indeed is the greateſt Evil, and the pro- 
| | curing Cauſe of all the reſt, and it is no ſmall Burthen 
1 to thoſe whoſe Hearts are tender and upright with God. 
KF They are grieved to ſee ſo muchSin committed in the 

World, their rightcous Souls are vexed at the filthy 
| Converſation of thoſe among whom they live; the 
1 bare- fac d Atheiſm and Infidelity of ſome, the groſs and 
| ſcandalous Profaneneſs and Immoralities of others, are: 

a Trouble and a Terror to them; to ſee the glorious gra- 

cious God, ſo much diſhonoured and provoked, to ſee . 
; pretious Souls in ſuch Numbers, ſo deſperately deſtroy- 


ing themſelves, good Men have much ado to bear the 


behbolding of it with their Eyes, it makes them weary p 
of the World; they think themſelves unhappy thus rol 
þ dwell in Meſech, and to ſojourn in the Tents of Kedar IIe 
Pe. ſal. cxx. 5. 
They are grieved yet more, to ſee ſo much Sin in their 8 


own Families, among their near Relations, and how 
| few are there that have not this Cauſe of Sorrow, leſs or 
S more? The Daughters of Heth were a grief of Mind 
1 to Iſaac and Rebecca, ſo great, that Rebecca declared She 
| was weary of her Life becanſe of them, Gen. xxvii. 46. 
11 They are moſt of all grieved to feel ſo much Sin {till re- 
1 | maining and working in their own Souls, they have 
1 known the Evil of it, it has been to them more 7 
than 
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han Death, and yet they are not free from it ; it makes 
hem'loath enifelves to think there ſhould be ſtill ſo 
auch in them of that abominable Thing that the Soul of God 
ates, and that they ſhould by in-dwelling Sin be ſo 
fren hindred in that which is Good, and drawn into 
hat which is Evil; they ſigh and groan for a full Deli- 
erance, and a ſinleſs Immortality, where they ſhall 
ever ſay or do a fooliſh Thing any more, never en- 
rtain a fooliſh ſinful Thought or Deſire any more. 
Now, in the Multitude of thoſe Thoughts which 
Dey have about their good Friends deceaſed, this pre- 
04 Ents it ſelf readily to them. They have now ceaſed 
Som Sin; while they were with us, they had their 
omplaints as well as we, they often bewailed the De- 
eitfulneſs of their own Hearts, their Unbelief, Forma- 
ty, Deadneſs and Diſtractions in holy Duties ; but 


andy all is well with them, all their Complaints over, 
' Yin is aboliſhed, it has no Place, no Being with them; 
75 Ind if we might have had Leave to have gone along 
"ith them, our Complaints of this Kind had been over 
44 o, and all had been right and well in our Souls; but, 


las! we are left behind in a ſinful World, and which 


* vorſe, are our ſelves daily ſinning in it. 
1 2. Affliction; this is another kind of Evil with which 
J 


he World abounds, Sin has fill'd it full of Sorrow ; Men 
re every where walking contraryto God, and God is juſtly 
alking contrary to them: The Wrath of God is revealed 
om Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
len, eſpecially where Men hold the Truth in Unrighteoaſneſs, 
om. i. 8, Not only revealed by his Word, but by his 
Trovidence. 

The beſt of Chriſtians not being here free from Sin, 
annot expect to be free from Affliction; they ſuffer 
rom the Hands of Men, becauſe they are better than o- 
bers, and often ſuffer from the Hands of God, becauſe 


they 
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they are not ſo good as they ſhould be; they are God's Chil 
dren, they are of his Family, and he will correct then 
Judgment uſually begins at the Houſe of God, and the 
Spirits being tender, and broken, and impreſs'd wi 

an Awe of God, Afflictions go nearer their Hearts, a 

make a deeper Wound in them than in other Men. 


Now, as for theſe our godly Friends that are departei 


all theſe Calamities are overpaſt, they are entered in 
Peace, the Wrath of their Enemies cannot reach the! 


now, and their Heavenly Father will never frown upd 


them any more; he receives their departing Souls wi 


this moſt ſwcet and gracious welcome, 1z A little Wr 


T hid my ſelf from thee for a Moment, but with everlaſti 
loving Rindneſs will I now have Mercy on thee, Iſa. liv. 

And if we could have gone along with them to He 
ven, our Troubles would have been over too, and: 
Tears wiped away from our Eyes by the tender Ha 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; but we ſtill remain in: 
evil World, and ſeem to be reſerved for yet great 
Trials, fince ſo many that ſtood in the Gap are remove 
we can conclude no other but that they are taken aw: 
from the Evil to come; they are ſafely houſed before t 
Storm comes ; they are gone to a good Home, and go 
Home in a good Time; from henceforth, bleſſed are t 
Dead which die in the Lord; and it had been happy for u 
if it had been the Will of God, that we had died wii 
them ; eſpecially conſidering, 

3. The Danger that we are yet in of miſcarrying 
ever; and this is not the leaſt of the Evils we groan u 
der in this World, Fightings without and Fears within; da 
gerous Temptations are daily aſſaulting our Souls, at 
theſe occaſion ſad Miſgivings of Heart, leſt we ſhoul 
one Day fall by our Spiritual Enemies. 

The ſerious Chriſtian has his Hopes, and tho? the 
are often but weak and wavering, he would not | 


wit 
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without them for a thouſand Worlds; but he has his 
Fears too, and not without Cauſe; the Concern 1s 
vaſtly great, the Battel is not yet over, he has not yer 
reached the Mark nor won the Prize, a Diſappointment 
would be fatal and irrecoverable. The Heart is deccit- 
ful, many have flattered themſelves to their own Rus ; 
and the humble Chriſtian thinks with himſelf, what 
if I ſhould do ſo too! The very Poſlibility of being 
deceived in a Matter of endleſs Conſequence, is enough 
co ſhake the firmeſt Mind, and to make it tremble. 
The Caſe of a Chriſtian in his Journey to Eternity, 
is like that of a Man that is to go over a narrow: 
Wand long Bridge that lies upon high and ragged Rocks, 
from which there is a mighty Precipice to the deep Wa- 
ters; tho? the Bridge be ſtrong and his Hold ſure, yet 
Ihe cannot forbear looking down to theRocks and River 
ſo far below him, and he is ready to ſhiver and tremble 
when he thinks, if I ſhould fall, what a dreadful Fall 
would this be! Tho? the Chriſtian has the ſtrong Bridge 
of the Covenant to go over, yet he cannot avoid medi- 
tating Terror, when he thinks what it is to fall into the 
Bottomleſs-Pit and Lake that burns with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone; he is upon a ſure Foundation, he has ſure hold 
of Chriſt, or rather Chriſt has ſure hold of his Soul, and 
yet he trembles when he looks down and thinks, if I 
ſhould fall, what a deſperate Fall would that be! 
Now, thoſe holy Ones that are got ſafe over the 
narrow Bridge of Death, have nothing more to fear ; 
they are ſafe landed, the Riſque is run and over; the 
Matter is fix'd, they are in Heaven already; they are 
where they would be, and where ſometimes they were 
afraid they ſhould never have come; but thoſe Fears 
have now no room in their Souls; the Battel is won, the 
” thq Victory gained, the Day is their own, and they are 
not If ſafe for ever. | 


with. C -.. And 
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And if we had gone along with them, our Dangers 
and Fears had been over too, but we have not attained, 
we are not already perfect; we know not what deep, 
What dark and dangerous Steps we have yet to take, 
how often our Feet may ſlide; we know our bleſſed Sa- 
viour is able to keep us from falling, and we hope he. - 
will do fo, but Hope defer” d maketh the Heart ſick ; andi 
when ſuch a one as Paul was at ſo much Pains to keep 
under his Body and bring it to Sabjettion, left while he preach. 
ed to others, he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
we cannot think our ſelves above all Fear. We are ad. 
moniſhed to fear /eff 4 Promiſe being left us of entring in. 
to his Reſt, any of us ſbould ſeem to come ſhort of it, Heb, 
iv. 1. It was from this Text that your deceaſed Mini- 
ſter preached the Lord's-Day before he died; and 1 
doubt not but it was with a ſerious Concern upon his 
own Soul, that he might not come ſhort of the promi- Ach, 
ſed Reſt; but now all the Care is over, he enjoys that 
everlaſting Reſt that he ſo unweariedly purſued and preſ. 
ſed after; but we are left to work out our Salvation with), 
Fear and Trembling. This is one Conſideration that ren-F: 
ders it deſirable to have gone to Heaven with our godly 
Acquaintance, that we might with them have been p. 
fully delivered from all the Evils of this preſent World. 

2. We ſhould have now poſſeſſed with them the 
Bleſſedneſs of that World which they are gone to. How | o 
great that Bleſſedneſs is, none among the Living can}F, . 
tell ; we underſtand but as Children, and ſpeak but as the 
Children, when we think and ſpeak of the Glories off ge 
Heaven. Tho? we have now the Evidence of our Adop- 
tion, and know that we are the Children of God, yet 
we know not what we ſhall be; but this we-are ſure, 
to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, is far better 
than to be in the moſt proſperous Condition in this = 


World. Permit me here to give a few ſhort _ ) In 
1. 
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( 1.) In Heaven the Principles and Habits of Grace in 
the Soul are all perfected; thoſe that are arrived ſafely 
there know as they are known; their Apprehenſions 
are clear, diſtinct, and as adequate to their Objects as a 
reated Mind can admit of, in its higheſt Improvement 
and moſt enlarged Capacity; their Love to God is now 
without any Coldneſs or Inconſtancy, it is moſt pure 
and — refined from all ſiniſter and ſelfiſn Ends 


and Intereſts. Their Delight in God is now full, the 


Top ſtone is now brought forth to crown the Building, 
and Grace is ri 


ned into Glory. 

(2.) The Attings of theſe perfected Graces are perfect 
too; their Knowledge, Love and Delight in God are 
in contizual Exerciſe without any Interruption ; they 
are in more eaſy and pleaſant Exerciſe without any Op- 
poſition ; they are in the moſt lively and vigorous Exer- 
ciſe without any Weakneſs or Wearineſs; they wor- 


ſhip God Day and Night, and their Work is their Feli- 
city, their Reſt and Reward. 


(3) The blelled beatifying Objects of their Graces 


gare now near to them, view'd by them, and fully en- 


joy'd; they are made like to the Angels of God, and 
with them by a ſpiritual Sight they ſee God Face to 
Face; they behold him in his Glory; that which Moſes 
d:fired, but was not then able to bear, they enjoy with 


infinite Pleaſure ; God ſhews them his Glory, Exod. xxxiii. 


18. They look with ſtedfaſt Pleaſure and Wonder upon 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; they walk with him in White in 
the heavenly Paradiſe ; and what Soul can imagine the 
delightful Converſe they have with him in thoſe moſt 
pleaſant Walks, with what mutual Joy and SatisfaCti- 
on their Redeemer and they record the wonderful Steps 
of that rich Grace, that found them in ſuch Depths of Mi- 
ſery, and raiſed them to ſuch a Height of Glory! They 
have the fulleſt, ſweeteſt, and moſt ſatisfying Senſe, Re- 
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liſh and Aſſurance of the free unchangeable peculiar di. 
ſtinguiſhing Love of God to them; God rejoices over 
them, and reſts in his Love towards them, and they re. 
joice and reſt in him and his Favour for ever. 
I am perſuaded none will blame me if I here inſert 
ſome Paſſages which your deceaſed Miniſter has gather. 
ed up out of a Sermon preached by his excellent Father 
on t' e Death of Mr. William Laurence: Addreſſing him 
ſelf tothe Widow and Patherleſs Children, he ules the 
Words of Chriſt in Lake xxiii. 28. Weep not for me, &c. 
and thus enlarges upon them: © It is ſaid of Abel, that 
© being dead he yet ſpeaketh; if our deceaſed Friend} 
and Brother who is dead, could be heard ſpeaking, 
this is that he would ſay, My dear Wife and Children] 
my dear Brothers and Siſters, my dear Neighbours} * 
© and Friends, weep not for me, for you have ſome-Y* « 
<« 111;7g elſe todo with your Fears: [And having deſori. ] 
Hoch the Evils he was freed from, he proceeds thus.) “ 
Coaſider the Happineſs I am entred into; Would“ 
you know whereIam ! Iam at Home in my Father's? 
« Houſe, in the Manſion prepared for me there; I am ne 
& where I would be, where I have long and often de an 
& fired to be; no longer on the ſtormy Sea, but in a ſat ve 
& and quiet Harbour; my working Time is done; and I to 
« am reſting; my ſowing Time is done, and I am reap4 
„ing; my Joy is as the Joy of the Harveſt. th 
Would you know how it is with me! I am made} nc 
* perfect in Holineſs, Grace is iwallowed up in Glory pe 
« the Top- ſtone of the Building is brought forth. Wouldſp Fr 
© you know what Jam doing! I ſee God, I ſee him a pt 
„ heis, not as thro” a Glaſs darkly, but Face to Face fu 
and the Sight is transforming, it makes me like him of 
« Tam in the ſweet Enjoyment of my bleſſed Redeemer fu 
* my Head and Husband whom my: Soul loved, andy J. 
for whoſe Sake I am willing to part with all. rh W. 
Ly « here 
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© here bathing my ſelf at the Spring-head of heavenly 
« Pleaſures and Joys unutterable. I am here keeping a 
F perpetual Sabbath; what that is judge by your ſhort 
© Sabbaths. I am bere ſinging Hallelujah's inceſſantly 
© to him that ſits uponthe Throne, and reſt not Day 
and Night from praiſing him. | 
Would you know what Company I have! Bleſſzd 
© Company, better than the beſt on Earth; here are 
« holy Angels and the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; 
Ro am ſet down with Abraham and Jſaac and Jacob in 
the Kingdom of God, with bleſſed Paul and Peter 
and James and John, and all the Saints; and here I 
ng meet with many of my old Acquaintance that I have 
en faſted and pray'd with, that have got before me hither. 
urlſh © And, Laſtly, Will you conſider how long this is to 
ne- continue; tis a Garland that never withers, a Crown 
eri“ of Glory that fades not away; after Millions of 
„Millions of Ages, it will be as freſh as *ris now ; and 
ald$© therefore weep not for me.” | 
I have taken only ſo much as relates to the Bleſſed- 
neſs of Heaven, and it is deſcrib'd in ſuch ſweet, lively 
and unaffected Strains, fo ſuitable to the excellent hea- 
venly Spirit of him that ſpoke it, Iam ſure it deſerves 
to be often read over, and ſeriouſly conſider'd by us all. 
S 3. It we had gone with our godly Friends to Heaven, 
the Sorrow of parting had been prevented : And I need 
not tell ſome of you that is no little Sorrow; the Ex- 
perience of thoſe that have loſt ſuch Relations and 
Friends will ſpeak for me, and ſpeak much more em- 
phatically than T can. It is hard parting with a faith- 
ful Miniſter, that naturally cares for the ſpiritual State 
of his People: It is hard parting with a tender, faith- 
eri ful, affectionate Voke- fellow, that has been for many 
nd Years helping you forward in the Way to Heaven; 
am with an affectionate Parent, that was as compaſſionate 
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to the Souls of his Children as careful of their Bodie Ene 
and out ward. Welfare. To part with ſuch is like cut Ker! 
ting off a Right Hand: When ſuch a one leaves us, he 
takes Part off our very Life and Soul along with him, 
and we feel our ſelves only in part to ſurvive. Such a; 
Parting, — Loſs imbitters every thing in the World 
to the ſorrowful Survivors. Nothing is now to the 
what it was before; Life it ſelf is leſs valuable; Houſe, 
Family, Food, Raiment, Reſt, Converſe, none of theſe 
Things are what they uſed to be. There's a Kind © 
Blaſt and Death upon every Thing, an Emptineſs in 
every Thing, when we can no longer enjoy the endeared| 
Friend that made every Thing elle pleaſant to us. Toll. 
Souls united, not only in the Bonds of Nature but of 
Grace too, a Separation, tho? it be but for a Time, i 
hard to be bora. Now all this Trouble and Sorrow 
had been prevented, if we could have gone to Heaven 
with them. 2 
Such Conſiderations as theſe repreſent it to us as a 
_ deſirable Thing, if it had been the Will of God, that 
we had died with our excellent departed Friends, aud 
gone to Heaven in Company with them. 


I now proceed in the 
IId Place, To conſider what Reaſon we have to bel 
quiet and patient in continuing here awhile longer, 
even when our beſt Friends are gone before us. | 
To Men of carnal Minds, that have their Portion in 
this World, this will appear very needleſs : They are e 
willing enough to ſtay here, whoever goes before, andi 
would rather be left alone upon the Earth, than leave a 
World they love fo well, to enter upon a State their hn 
Hearts are wholly Strangers to. When they hear that 
Death is to the Righteous a Deliverance, and that Chriſt Ithe 
gave himſelf to procure for his People ſuch a Delive- ing 
rance, BM: 
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diejance, the ſecret Language of their Souls is, God deli- 
cut Jer me from ſuch a Deliverance. 

he But as for thoſe who have laid up their Treaſure in 
eaven, and whoſe Hearts are there, they find it more 
ifficult to be content to live than willing to die; and 
ſpecially when they ſee one intimate faithful Chriſtian 
riend after another go before them. 

But yet even theſe, if they would recolle& them- 
Ives, and conſider every Thing with a calm, compo- 
oled and diſpaſſionate Mind, may ſee ſufficient Rea- 

n to acquieſce in the Will of God, who has order'd 
& ©, that when others are taken, they ſhould ſtil] be 

ft in a ſinful calamitous World. And that they may 
Pe enabled in holy Patience to poſſeſs their own Souls, 


would ſuggeſt a few Things to them. 
OWE 1. Conſider that in Dying-Work every one muſt ex- 
/enÞþe to be alone; tho? you ſhould die in the ſame Place, 


And at the ſame Time with your beſt Friends, yet both 
hey and you muſt be alone in dying. It is a Work by itſelf, 
and every one muſt die for himſelf, and enter into Eternity 
s much alone, as if none elſe had died beſides him. 
Departing Souls cannot help, cannot comfort or counſel 
dne another in the Article of Death; it does not appear 
hat they can have any Communion with each other in 
Tying. While they lived, they could converſe together 
bout Death and Eternity, and comfort and encourage 
Fach other about thoſe awful Concerns; but tho? they 
mould enter together into the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death they mult expect to part there, and loſe the Sight 
and Society of each other there, and each of them muſt 
ave to do alone with God, the Father of their Spirits, 
ir n that important Moment of Dying. And why then 
at Bhould any be impatient becauſe they are left behind 
iſt their godly Friends, ſince there muſt have been a Part- 
e. ing in Death, tho? they ſhould have died in the ſame 


Moment. But, 2, You 
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2. You would do well to enquire, whether you ar 
yet ſo throughly prepar'd for Death and Heaven as tho 
that are gone before you. If you are not, you have ng 
only Reaſon to be patient, but to be thankful to G0 
that he has given you a little more Time. Dying Wor 
is hard Work; it requires not only an habitual bu 
an actual Preparation ; and there goes a great deal t 
actual Meetneſs for Death and Heaven: It is not a pail 
fionate Wiſh for Death, or Wearineſs of Lite, tha 
makes the Soul ready for another World. You ſome 
times think you would be glad to be gone, but are yo 
as ready as you are willing ? 

Are you {ure there is not yet ſomething wanting i 
you, which you cannot ſo well die without ? Is then 
no Breach between God and your Souls, that you hay 
not ſo ſerioufly conſidered, and endeavoured that | 
might be made up by a particular Application to thi 
Blood of Chriſt ? 1f there be, you cannot imagine hoy 
difficult that very Thing might have render'd your di 
ing Work to you. mn 

You ſeem to be very much weaned from the WorlWh: 
ſince your beſt Friends are gone out of it; but is thiffe: 
Weanedneſs as great in reality as it is in your preſenſſa 
Opinion ? For all your haſte to be gone, if the Worl 
and you were juſt now to part, it may be you wou 
find your Hearts cleave faſter to it, and come with mor 
Difficulty from it, than you imagine. 

It may be your Houſe is not yet ſet in order; ſom 
thing is omitted that both in Prudence and in Conſciend 
ought to be done; and if that Defect be not ſupplied 
it may prove a great Diſtraction to your dying Thought 

Perhaps there is ſome latent Corruption in you no 
yet ſufficiently lamented and ſubdued. This was thi 
very Caſe of Peter; his Sel{-confidence muſt be diſc 
vered to him, and repented of, and mortified, befor: 
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arghe was fit to die; perhaps it may be ſo with ſome o- | 
wſthers, that in a warm and affectionate Frame may ſeem 
noffko themſelves very willing to be gone. 5 
50 Now if any of rheſe Things be your Caſe, you have 
orCauſe to bleſs God, that he has been ſo tender of you and 
buYadulgent to you; he has given you more Time, that you 
| tWnay be better prepared to encounter your laſt and great 
palEnemy, and to make the State and Concerns of your 
tha souls more ſure and clear, before you go to that Place 
mehere there is no further Work to be done for Eternity. 
yo You are ready to think God has been more kind to 
your deceaſed Friends than he has been to you; but if 
gi ou better conſider the Matter, you may ſee Cauſe to 
nene very thankful to him that he had more Regard to 
aviſthe real Wants of your Souls, than to their haſty Wiſhes. 
t Honab was impatient to live when his Gourd was wither- 
thied, he wiſhed for Death, and ſaid it is better for me to die 
10/4» to live, Ch. iv. 8, 9. but he was not ſo ready to die; 
diyWhbat was no good Frame to be found in at Death, he 
muſt be more calm and cool, and better reconciled to 
he Will of God; and therefore God condeſcends to 
eaſon the Caſe with him in a moſt kind and compaſſio- 
ate manner, to bring him to himſelf; God would not 
let him die in that peeviſh Humour ; and doubtleſs 
Jonah was made ſenſible before he died, that his God 
ad dealt tenderly with him, in giving of him Time to 
recover a better Frame of Soul than that which he was 
in when he ſo paſſionately wiſhed for Death. 
end 3. But tho? you are never ſo well prepared for 
lied Death and Heaven, yet if God has any more Work to 
ght do in the World, it becomes you to ſtay with Patience 
no till you have done it. 
thi} You are Chriſtians, and you have been often told, 
iſco That Chriſtians do not live to themſelves nor die to theme 
eford ſelves, but whether they live they live to the Lord, or whether, 
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they die they die to the Lord; and this you have been veryſpnd 
ſeriouſly and very ſeaſonably put in mind of, but a fewſfalle 
Days ago, on this very Occaſion*. It is not for youſfwit 
peremptorily to chuſe either Life or Death, but to referſþn « 
it to him who is the Lord of Life, to appoint that forſſche 
you which may be moſt for his own Glory. You areſſo t 
ſerving your heavenly Father and your bleſſed Redeemer, I 
to whom you owe all youare, and have, and can do, and ee 
you are ſerving your Generation according to the Willgcou 
of God, and you ſhould be well pleaſed with it, both|ſſot | 
for the Work'sSake and for his Sake who has called you 
to it. . og 
If others have done their Work before you, it was fi Int 
they ſhould go to Heaven before you; it will be time de 
enough for you to reſt when your Work is done; youlge!' 
would not leave any Part of it undone ? This very Caſe iHhis 
well ſtated and determined by the Apoſtle Paul, in Phil. x. A 
20, 21, &c. To me to live is Chriſt, and to die is Gain, but": 
if 1 live in the Fleſh, this is the Fruit of my Labour; yt” 
what I ſhould chooſe I know not, for I am in a ſtraight be. 
twixt two, having a Deſire to depart and be with Chriſt, which go 
is far better; nevertheleſs to abide in the Fleſh is more need. bu 


ful for you. in 
It becomes you as the Servants of the Lord, redeem: - 
t 


ed by him, to be willing that your Reſt and Happineſs 
ſhould be deferred for awhile, if in the mean time you 
may bring more Glory to God and your Saviour, and do 
more Service to his Intereſt in the World; and if you 
are doing his Will on Earth, while others are beholding 
his Face in Heaven, you muſt th'nk your ſelves well F 
employed, for his Glory ſhould be dearer to you than} * 
any Intereſts of your own. | þ 


| You are Servants to your Creator and Redeemer, 10 
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eryþnd you muſt ſtay till you have Leave to die; He that 
few ralled you to your Work, expects you ſhould abide by it 
youſtwith obedient Patience till he alſo call you from it, and 
eferſhn due Time he will call, and then you may give a 
for chearful Anſwer, knowing that he will have a Delire 
areſo the Work of his own hands, Job xiv. 1 5. | 
aer It is not for want of Love to his Diſciples, that Chriſt 
andi ee ps them in this World ſometimes longer than cy 
Vilfcould wiſh ; He has a Deſire to them and to the Wor 
othWof his Hands in them, but yet he will not have them 
you(like your Seaſon-Birds) all to take Wing and fly away 
ogether, for what then would become of his Cauſeand 
; fitMintereſt in the World? In the fame Prayer where he 
meRdeclares it to be his Will that all thoſe the Father had 
„ou given ſhould be with him wherever he is, to behold 
e ihhis Glory, yet he alſo declares *tis not his Deſire they 
. x. Should all leave the World now, or all at one Time; 7 
but pray not that thou wouldſt take them out of the World, but 
that thou wouldſt keep them from the Evil, John xvii. 15, 
4. You complain that ſome of your beſt Friends have 
ich got the Start of you, and react Heaven before you ; 
ed. but pray conſider, is it not well for you, if they left you 
in the Way to Heaven, following after as you are able ? 
mM All Travellers are not of the ſame Speed, ſome have more 
ef Strength, more Activity, and are better furniſhed for 
ouFtbeir Journey, and meet with fewer Hindrances, and 
dof {0 move faſter, and get ſooner to their Journey's End; 
ou} but it is ſome Comfort to thoſe that cannot keep Pace 
ng with them, that thoſe that are gone before can tell their 
ell Friends at Home, they left them upon the Road, in the 
anÞ right Way, and making what haſte they could after. 
| You find it is ſome Exerciſe of your Patience, 
er, to fee that thoſe who did not ſet out for Heaven be- 
] fore you, but ſome of them perhaps after you, have quite 
outgone you, and have got Home before you, but & 
nd | D 2 they 
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they can carry this good Report of you to Heaven, that 

you are in the ready Road thither, that you are not 
oytering, that you are not gone the wrong Way, but 

that they left you in the King of Heaven's High- Road 
making the beſt ſpeed you can, walking in the ſam vo 

| Spirit, in the ſame Path of the Juſt ; this will cauſe Jo ion 
in Heaven, and may afford you Comfort in the Lan- 
| of your Pilgrimage. Are you moving God-ward ant 
Heaven-ward ? It is well, thank God, aud take Courage] 
remember how great a Support this was to the bleſſec 
Paul, even while he was bemoaning himſelf that he had 
not yet attained to ſinleſs Perfection; Not as tho I half 
| already attained, either were already perfect, but I follow after 
4 zf that I may apprehend that for which alſo J am apprehendel 
| 9 Chriſt Jeſus; Brethren, I count not my ſelf to have appre 
ended, but this one thing I do, forgetting the Things that 
are behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe I bings that are be 

fore, I preſs forward toward the Mark for the Prize of thi 

| high Calling of God in Chrift Jeſas, Phil. iii. 12, 13. 
A 5. Tho! you are left behind for a little while, yet ifWec 
1 you keep cloſe to God, and maintain Communion with 
Him thro? Chriſt, you may have even a Heaven here 
upon Earth: Communion with God will make Life 
more comfortable, at the ſame time that it makes Hea- 
ven ſo deſirable. You think it long till you be joyn dH 
to the General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- born in 
Heaven, and till you begin your everlaſting Sabbath: 
Come, Sirs, than God through Jeſus Chriſt, that youſÞÞu 
have a Nail in his Houſe here, and a Place in the A-We 
ſemblies of his Saints, and ſuch comfortable Sabbaths 
And Sacrament-Days; that God thus vouchſafes to come 
3: down to you, before he thinks fit to take you up to him- Nec 


fell. | 

The Preſence of God is the higheſt Happineſs of Hea-Jan 
ven it ſelf ; tom have I ia Heaven but thee 2 Pſal. Ixxiil. I an 
| | | 25 
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25. If you have the Preſence of God with you on Earth, 
tho? it be not in ſo immediate a Manner, and in ſo high 
a Degree, yet it ought to be greatly valued by you, and 
ſhould not only keep you quiet, but cauſe you to rejoice : 
vou cannot have the Preſence of deceaſed Friends any 
longer with you, and that makes you weary of the 
World, but you may have the Preſence of God even 
here, and is not that infinitely more ? Good old Jacob 
Jeft this with his Childrenas a ſufficient Support to them, 
Behold I die, but God ſhall be with you, Gen. xlviii. 21. Is 
Whe gracious Preſence of God nothing to you? Is it not 
great Thing that the Tabernacle of the Lord ſhould be 
ith Men, and that he ſhould dwell with you here on 
arth ? | 
You ſay this is ſomething, but it is not Heaven: Tis 
Frue, but it is the next Door to Heaven. Where: ever 
ye meet with God, we may ſay of that Place, This is 
vo other than the Houſe of God and the Gate of Heaven, 
en. XXviii. 17. Have you Communion with God in 
iſecret and ſolemn Acts of Worſhip ? Why then you 
are got within the Borders, and even into the Suburbs 
f Heaven. You are in the very Gates of the City, 
and there God is dreſſing up your Souls, and making 
hem ready for his more immediate glorious Preſence. 
Here is no room for Diſcontent, but abundant Cauſe 
or holy Love and Thankfulneſs. LR 
6. You lament it that you are not yet in Heaven; 
Tut know this for your Comfort, that if you be in Chriſt 
Jeſus, you ſhall as ſure be there in a little time as if 
ou were there already. I ſpeak here of the Objective 
Certainty, the Certainty of the Event ; not of the Sub- 
ective Certainty, the aſſured Perſwaſion of your Souls 
concerning it. In this Reſpect you may be in doubt, 
Jea-Jand apprehenſive of the Danger of miſlag your Way, 
xili. and being loſt for ever, as N. already obſerved; 
25˙ but 
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but if you be in Chriſt, there is no Condemnation to 
you, Rom. viii. 1. Your State is fafe, and your End 
ſhall be Peace. You are kept by the mighty Power off. t 
God thro? Faith unto Salvation. Your ſpiritual Life ve 
is hid with Chriſt in God; it ſhall not be loſt, Yourſ.q, 
Salvation is nearer than when you firſt believed, Rom, 
 Xili, 11. It will not be long but you will overtake 
your Friends that are gone before; you will come up to 
them at your Father's Houſe ; tho' Death has ſeparated 
you for awhile, even that ſame Death ſhall bring you 
together again ; when they died, then you parted fo 
awhile, and when you die you {hall meet them again 
The great Boat that carried them over Jordan to theft ch 
Land of Promiſe, will in a little time come back agai 
and fetch you, and bring you together. This Chrif 
aſſured Peter of, Thon ſhalt follow me afterwards, 

The fame Grace that has brought them to Glor 
is ready for you, and ſufficient for you. If your Hear þ 
be right with God, you and they are built on the ſam 
Foundation : You have embarked in the ſame Bottom 
you have the ſame skilful Pilot to ſteer you; and afte 
you have been toſſed to and fro on a tempeſtuou 
World awhile longer, you alſo ſhall come ſafe to thi 
defired Haven. They once had their Fears as you no 
have ; but the Foundation of the Lord ſtands ſure, havin 
this Seal, the Lord knows who are his, 2 Tim. ii. 19. The 
ſame Evidence you have of the Sincerity of your Fait 
and Holineſs, the ſame you have of your eternal Hap, v 
pineſs; for it is unalterably ſettled between the Fathe es 
and the Son, that of all that are given to Chriſt non te 
ſhould be loſt, but all forth coming at the laſt Day ; tha. 
every one that believeth in Chriſt ſhould have everlaſtin! 
Life, John vi. 39, . Lou are in the Hands of ChriſtY 7; 
all his Saints are in his Hand, and none ſhall be able hf, G 
plack you out of that ſafe and powerful Hand, John x. 254; 

| | 7. Ang 
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to} 7. And Laſtly, When once you are got fafe to Hea- 
ndfen, you will have as long a Term in your Happineſs 
 offfþs thoſe that are gone thither before you. Yours is 
ifeÞbverlaſting, and theirs can be no longer. If the Bleſ- 
edneſs of the Saints in Heaven were only for a limited 
deaſon, tho? never ſo long, you would have fome Ex- 
aſe. for envying thoſe that are gone before; for __ 
ould enjoy more of Heaven than you; their Leaſe - 
ould be longer than yours becauſe it commenced be- 
dre yours. But in Eternity there is not properly a 
onger or ſhorter Term; One Day is as a thouſand Tears, 
nd a thouſand Tears as one Day, When you have been 
thouſand Years in Heaven, your Happineſs is as much 
Peginning and as far from ending as it was at the firſt 
oment of your Entrance there. a 

The Apoſtle obſerves, 1 Thef. iv. ul. that the diffe- 
orſent Circumſtances of dying before Chriſt's ſecond Co- 
Hing, or remaining alive at that Dey: would make no 
Watcrial Difference in their Happineſs, becauſe they ſhall 
be for ever with the Lord. This being for ever with the 
Word makes up all; it fwallows up all leſſer Diſtinctions 
If the Time and Manner of going to Heaven; this 
Will effectually filence all æmulous Complaints, and 
erfectly unite the Sons of Ged in holy Love and Joy; 
% [bal all be for ever with the Lord. 


_——_—— 


I have now conſidered both what it is that prompts us 
0 wiſh we had died with our holy Acquaintance that 
te gone before us; and what Reaſon we have patient- 
y to wait here, 'till our great Lord ſhall give us a kind 
Piſmiſſion. | 


It remains that we ſhould bring theſe Things home 
0 our ſelves by a cloſe and ſerious Application. I can 
ut give you a few Hints, and mult leave you to en- 


large 


+ 


And 
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revealed; how they fetch d their Comforts from Heaven 


come, not in a ſuperficial Manner, but by deep and fa 
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large upon them your ſelves, depending upon the Hel 
of God's boly Spirit to make all eſſectunl. And, * 
1. Inſtead of repining that our beſt and moſt belo. 
ved Friends are gone before us, let us ſet our ſelves 0 
improve their Life and Death for the Eſtabliſhment of 
our Souls in the Belief of an unſeen eternal World, andi 
of the Bleſſedneſs of the Saints in that World. If yo 
ſay, Who does not believe this? I am ſure I may fay, 
Who is there that does not need to pray, Lord, heh 
my Unbelief ? We are dull of Underſtanding, and ſlow 
to believe the inviſible Realities of the other World. A 
ſtrict Obſervation of wiſe and good Men is a greatiif 
Eſtabliſhment to our Faith. Let us remember the; 
boly Converſation, their Zeal, their Diligence, thei 
Self-denial, their fervent Deſires after God and Chrift 
and the delightful Hopes they had of the Glory to be 


by Faith and Hope, when this World frown'd moſt up 
on them. What ſhall we think! were they deceiv'd! 
Ts all this come to nothing? Was their Faith a mee 
Fancy, and their lively Hope only a pleaſant Dream? If 
can never be: There is a Lite beyond this, they knew i 
to be ſo; they had taſted of the Powers of the World ti 


tisfying Experience; they had heavenly Affections, ex 
cellent Deſigns, and delightful Expectations, all which 
centred in a World of everlaſting Reſt with God; Arc 
all theſe periſhea with their dead Bodies ? . No ſurely: 
Who that believes a God can think he would ſuffer the 
wiſeſt, the moſt holy, and every way the beſt Men in 
the World, thus to flatter themſelves; and that only the 
fooliſh, vicious, unthinking Part of Mankind ſhould hap 
pen to be in the right? It can never be. Verily, theres 

a Reward for the Righteous, and his Expectation ſhall 
not be cut off, FT | 
2. Le 


it 
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2. Let the Death of our godly Friends teach us to 
hink of Heaven more frequently and with greater Af- 
ection and Delight. Indeed when we conſider Heaven 
5 the glorious Throne of God, and the Seat of the bleſ- 
ed Angels, we ſhould for that Reaſon raiſe up our 
Thoughts and our Hearts thither : But no Man hath ſeen 
od atany time; we have little Acquaintance with the 
oly Angels ; but we have ſeen and known many ofthe 
eſſed Saints that are now in Heaven; we had familiar 
Lcquaintance with ſome of them, our Souls were knit 
them: Now tho? we ſhould chiefly value Heaven 
or the Sake of the divine Preſence that ſhines moſt glo- 
jouſly there, yet we may aſcend in our Thoughts to 


heiffpod by the Scale of the Creatures; and what we ſaw 
ri good Men of God and Chriſt and Heaven, while 
Ney lived with us here, {hould make us to love God 


Ind Chriſt and Heaven more, and meditate more upon 
1em, ſince ſo many that bore the Image of the Heaven- 
y are now gone thither. 

It has been often obſerved, that when Eſther was 
en into the Court of Ahaſhucrus, Mordecai took a Walk 
ery Day before that Gate, Ch. ii. 11. We ſhould follow 
ur Friends in our Thoughts and Deſires, to that bleſſed 
| @Wcate into which they are enter'd. | 
ex Nature teaches us to love the Place of our Fathers Se- 
ulchres; we look with Affection upon the very Graves 
four Friends, and take Pleaſure even in their Dutt 
ouꝰd we not then uch more frequently and affectio- 
ately meditate upon the glorious World to which their 
Precious Souls are gone? By this Means, we not only 
w our Affection to them, but we maintain ſome kind 
1apÞ! Communion ſtill with them. 
rei 3- Inſtead of paſſionately wiſhing that we had died 
halſvith our Friends that are gone to Heaven, let us be 
Followers of them, as they were of Chrilt ; if we ever 
Le E expect 
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expect to come to them in Heaven, we muſt be ſuch a 
they were upon Earth. Natural Conſcience and .naty 
ral Affection may put us upon wiſhing we had gone wit! 
our pious Acquaintance into the other World, becau{ 
we believe they are happy; this amounts to no more tha 
Balaam's Wiſh; but we muſt be found walking in thi 
Path of the Juſt, if ever we arrive at their Happineſs$ 
and when ever we think of them with Affections 
Love and Sorrow, we ſhould preſently charge our felve 
not to be ſlothful, but Followers of thoſe who thr 
Faith and Patience inherit the Promiſes, Heb. vi. 12. 
Let us conſider with our ſelves, we have heartily wiſh 
that we had died with thoſe excellent ones; why noi 
if God had taken us at our Word, and Death had four 
us out of Chriſt, out of the Covenant, out of the W. 
of good Men, it would have ſeparated us from then 
tho* we had died with them, our Souls and theirs wou 
have taken a quite contrary Way; we ſhould have log 
their Company not only in dying, but after Death, ar 
never have met them again till we had met at the Jud} 
ment-Seat of Chriſt, they on the Right Hand and we 
the Left; and if indeed we loved them ſo well, let 
think with our ſelves what a woeful Meeting that wou 
be to us! the very Sighs of them would add to our Co 


fuſion and Miſery. | | | . 
4. Since we muſt not yet enjoy their Company 
Heaven, let us converſe more with their ſurviving 14-0 


bours here on Earth; theſ are like the Mantle thi 
Elijah dropt when he left this World, and Eli 
ſo carefully preſerved and uſed. Some of the Sc: 
vants of Chrilt that are gone, live {till in their excellen 
Works, and by theſe being dead they continue to ſpeil 
to us. This is the Caſe now betore us; Your laborio 
faithful Paſtor has left behind him moſt excellent Re 
mains, ſuch as ſhall never die. Iam perſuaded, as Ion 
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As the Bible continues in Exgland, thoſe admirable Expo- 
atulſitions of his upon it will be prized by all ſerious Chri- 
rinffſtians. In them you have his clear Head, his warm 
zu Heart; his Lite, his Soul appears to be in them; prize 
halthem more, read them more than ever you have done; 
tand while 1 are ſeriouſly peruſing thoſe excellent 
eooks, beſides many others publiſhed by him, you will 
em to your ſelves to have Mr. Henry ſtill with you. 
At is in vain for us to pretend that we had a great Value 
Wor the Lives of ſuch as he, if we neglect their Labours in 
which ſo much of their Life was ſpent. 
Wl 5. Since it is the Will of God that we ſhould be ſtill 
olive when our beſt Friends are gone, let us endeavour 
uno fill up their Places as well as we can here on Earth; 
Vi heir Death is a publick Loſe, and leaves a wide Breach 
n our Fence ; let us all, according to the Duty of our 
du everal Places, ſtand in the Gap, and endeavour to turn 
way the Anger of God from the Land; Are ſo man 
af our humble praying wreſtling Iſraels gone? Let thoſe 
ad hat remain pray more and pray better; Are ſo many 
> iligent Miniſters gone? Let thoſe that remain be more 
t ban ever iaſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, and look up to 
du im who has the Reſidue of the Spirit to pour it forth a- 
do freſh, that the Church and Nation may be as little 
Looſers as poſſible. If We do not ſo, the Churches of 
y {brit will have Sorrow upon Sorrow ; Sorrow for the 
Loſs of thoſe that are gone, and Sorrow for the Sloth 
chef thoſe are left behind. 
liſ 6. And Laſtly, Let uslive in the well-grounded Hope 
Scot following our godly Friends to Heaven, and meetin 
lechthem there, and being together for ever with the Lord; 
pea lay the Ground-work of ſuch Hope ſuxc and ſtrong, for 
io che Superſtructure is to reach as high as Heaven, and 
R when you have done this, then rejoice in Hope. I know 
lon nothing that can better * your Spirits under the 
2 2 Loſs 
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Loſs of ſuch excellent Ones, than a lively Hope of Mou 
ſpeedy Meeting again in a better World; the Time e, 
Separation is but ſhort, yet a little while and you ſhalfſjit. : 
ſee them again; you parted in Sorrow, you ſhall mer; 
in Joy. Perhaps you had not the Opportunity of ſeeing 
ſome of them die, of cloſing their Eyes and bidding 
them Farewell: But that {hall not hinder your joyf, 
Meeting, and how will you then welcome each othe 
into a World of Bliſs, and wonder to ſee how muc 

ou are ail changed for the better, ſince your laſt Part 
ing? How will you congratulate each other in the Fs 
vour of your bleſſed Lord, who has waſld your Sou 
ſo clean and made them ſo glad? But I mult ſtop milf 
Thoughts here, that are ready to run out beyond Bound 
Comfort your ſelves and one another with theſe Thing 

I know I ſpeak to many this Day that need ſuch Com 
forts. Here is agreat Congregation bereaved of a mo 
faithful, wiſe, laborious Miniſter ; here's a diſconſolat 
Family bereaved of one of the moſt exemplary and uſe 
ful Relations that I ever knew any Family bleſt with 
How is a great Blow given to us all? The Death d 
Mr. Henry is an univerſal Loſs! it is and will be univer 
{ally lamented. 

Expect not, Sirs, that I ſhould enter upon the Parti} I 
culars of his excellent Character; very much has beit 
{aid of him already in a little Compals, by that worth id 
aged Miniſter that firſt preached to you on this mournfu 
Occaſion. - b "7 

I hope this will be more wy done in an Account d 
his exemplary Life; that conſtant Diary he kept will 
furniſh out proper and excellent Materials, beſides what 
may be added from the Obſervation of others. 


But that which chiefly reſtrains me now, is, That 1: 
is needleſs to do it in this Place; for tho' they have nora 
enjoy'd him much above Two Years, yet in that Timeo n 
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of ou have known his Doctrine, his Manner of Life, his Pur- 
e Poe, Faith, Long - ſaſſer ing, Charity and Patience, 2 Tim. 
hach. 10. 

ll And who has not known him? His Works praiſe him 
inn the Gates, and will do ſo; his great and good Works 
From the Pulpit, from the Preſs, his immenſe Labours, 
is incredible Diligence in Preaching, in Expounding, 
hen Writing, his Care of all the Churches; he, like De- 
ſetrius, had a good Report of all Men, and of the Truth it 
4% and we alſo bear witneſs, and ye know that our Witneſs 
true, John iii. 12. 

He had in him that happy Mixture of excellent Gifts 
and Graces that ſeldom meet in the ſame Perſon, and 
hey made him very amiable to all that knew him. 

In him you had the happy Mixture of great ſtrength 
pf Judgment and fervour of Spirit; ſome are very Zzea- 
ous, but not ſo judicious ; others judicious, but no {0 
W-calous ; he was both a burning and aſbining Light. 

In him you had a true Greatneſs of Soul, mixed with 
xemplary Modeſty and Humility; nothing in him ap- 
pear'd ſordid and abject, nothing vain and ſupercilious. 

In him you had a moſt agreeable Chearfulneſs, witha 
due Temperament of Solidity and Seriouſneſs. 

In him you might obſerve a ſtrict Regard: to the 
MDitates of his own Conſcience, joined with a moſt can- 
id Tenderneſs to thoſe that differed from him. 

In his Preaching you had a very juſt andcloſe way of 
Thinking, with the moſt plain, proper, natural and eaſy 
Expreſſion, and a great Regard to the Honour of Chrii 
End Free-Grace, joined with a conſtant Endeavour to 
beat down Sin, and revive the Power and Practice of 
odlineſs. 

It was this happy Conjunction of excellent Gifts and 
nei P races, that made him live ſo much deſired, and die 
meſſo much lamented, 
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Iam a Witneſs of that tender and conſcientious Con. I 
cern with which he left his old and dear Friends ain 
Cheſter, and of that Comfort and Satisfaction he had, in a 
his Acceptance and Uſefulneſs in this Part of the Vine. arg 
yard; I am perſuaded, theſe laſt Two Years of his Life eff 
and Labours have been a great Bleſſing to many Souls in 
and about the City of London. 1 

Mine own Intereſt in his Acquaintance and Friend. 
ſhip for the Space of above 28 Years, is a Thing of too 
private a Nature to mention upon fo ſolemn an Occa- 
fion ; but it muſt never be forgotten by me. I own it 
as a precious Talent put into my Hand, and to be ac. 
counted for. He was a moſt cordial, prudent, faithful, 
unalterable Friend; and if a paſſionate Affection does 
not deceive me, I think verily I ſhall leſs value this Life 
and World ſince he is gone 3 it. 

The Death of this Rithful Servant of Chriſt at this 
Time js a very dark and threatning Providence: God 
calls u to more than common Sorrow by it; he expect: 
we {hSould lay it to Heart; and all the Circumſtance her 
of it conſider'd, both thoſe of a private and publickWhai 
Nature, we ſhould lay it nearer to our Hearts than or- None 
dinary. We ſhould not ſuffer it to paſs over us lightly ;Wtha 
we ſhould feel our Loſs, and fear the Diſpleaſure of our ſam 
God, and tremble becauſe of the Ark of God, Re! 

But yet we muft not abandon our ſelves to inconſo N 
lable Grief, nor quarrel with God, nor deſpair of his ner 
Mercy to us. 5 

As for the broken Family, I am perſwaded there ar: me 

reat Mercies in ſtore for them: The fatherleſs Chil-J the 
= are left with God, and he will keep them alive ;Þ acc 
and let the Widow truſt in him; tho? God in this {ad} fan 
Providence ſeems to have ſpoken againſt them, I be-. Wi 
1M he will earneſtly and affectionately remember them] Ge. 
ill. 


I know 
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T know no Family in which the Entail of the Cove- 
ant ſrom one Generation to another has more evident- 


cw 


y appeared, I know no Family more enriched with a 
arge Stock of Treaſure of Prayers by Rgligious Prede- 


eſſors on both Sides. And a Family that is thus rich 
n Prayer, is rich in the Promiſes too, while the pre- 
ſent Branches of it adhere to the Covenant, and live up 
o their Education; and we rejoice to ſee that it is thus 
ith them, and daily pray for their Growth and Eſta- 
pliſhment in Wiſdom and Grace. 

And for this a fflicted broken Congregation, tho they 
ought to be ſenſible what they have loſt, a skilful Guide 
and a faithful Helper of their Souls; one that they ho- 
ped would have been the nappy Inſtrument of great 
Good, not only to themſelves, but to their Families ; 


fone that was wonderfully fitted to feed the Lambs of 


the Flock, and took great Delight in that Part of his. 
Work. 

Yet let ti em not diſtruſt the Care of the great Shep- 
herd and Biſhop of their Souls. This Place and People 
have been ſignally owned and favoured of God, from 
one Time to another. In the Mount it has been ſeen 


chat God has provided; and we hope he will have the 


ſame Care and Concern for you ſtill. And the great 
Reſpect you always had for your faithful Miniſters 
while they were with deu, and the true Chriſtian Ge- 
neroſity with which you have treated their Families 


When they have been gone, gives us good Encourage- 


ment that the Preſence of God ſhall be the Glory in 


the Midſt of you; and that you ſhall yet have a Paſtor 


according to his own Hearr, who ſhall carry on the 


lame Work, feed you with the ſame ſincere Milk of the 


Word, and be a great Bleſſing to you and the riſing 


Generation among you. 


a 


And 
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-.--And'tho' the Church of God in-general”f*els th 
Loſs, and laments it greatly that this your Mmifter v.: 
taken away before he had fimſhed the great Undert; 
king, his noble, delightful Task, the Expoſition of thi 
Bible: Yet we have all Cauſe to bleſs God that ſpare, 
him ſo long, and helped him to carry it on ſo far. 

It is the Obſervation of a worthy Miniſter, on th 
Death of a Perſon of great Note in all the Churches 
that had an Heart enlarged for God, and bent upoſ 
doing more eminent Service, That no one ever finiſhel 
all the great Deſigns he had for the Glory of God is 
this World, excepting the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : He in 
deed could Tay, It is bed. As tor others, their:goot 
Defires and Purpoſes go beyond the Limits of thei 
Time and Life; but they have finiſhed all that Got 
deſigned. to do by them: And he is able to carry 0 


His own Work by otlier-Hands, and thereby. ro mak: 


it evident that he is to his People all in all. 

And I hope thoſe that have attended long upon th: 
goo Mr. Henry, and taken down his Fx 
poſitiens upon that Part of the Bible that yet remains 
whether in the publick Aſſembly or in his Family, wik 


carefully gather up thoſe precious Fragments, that non! 
may be loft, and will communicate them to the Wor! 


in the beſt way they can, that this great Work may be 


finiſhed, and be as much as pöffible his own Perto: 


$77 zz 4%. F 

To conclude We mult flee to this as bur laſt Re. 
ſort; tho“ Miniſters, the beft of Miniſters die, rheGoſpe 
does not die with them; 1 Pet. i. 24. All Fleſh is Gr, 
and all the Glory of Man as the Flower of Gras; the G 
withereth, and the Flower thereof fadeth away, but the Wor 
of the Lord eadureth for ever; and this:ts the Word whit" 
oy the Goſpel is preachea unto Jou. „ 
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